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Introduction 

These are screen shots from a recent social media exchange with regard to health claims and the role of experts.  I’ve 

blanked out the names because this is not intended to be a personal attack.  I’ve blanked out my responses because this 

is intended to challenge you to make your own critical assessment.  I have added comments, questions and suggestions 

to aid your thinking.  Take a look and see what you make of it.   

A second version, with my comments visible, is included at the end of the document. 

The Initial Claim 

 

Initial thoughts? 

Is it believable or does it smack of quackery and a sales pitch? 

Is ‘aminotein’ a real word? 

What does the ‘therm’ mean and is its use appropriate in this context? 

Can you spot a logical fallacy here? 

Suggested resources    

Google  will do the job just fine.  

If logical fallacies are something you’re just beginning to explore: https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/ will help you out 

 

http://www.google.com/
https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/
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The Discussion 

 

Thoughts now? 

Can you spot any logical fallacies here?  

Is ‘detox’ supported by any credible/convincing evidence?  What do the experts have to say on the matter? 

Suggested resources    

Google  will do the job just fine.  

If logical fallacies are something you’re just beginning to explore: https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/ will help you out 

 

 

Apologies for this screen shot – I forgot to 

press  ‘see more’.  The rest of the post reads 

“as quick and with the C9 cleanse your getting 

supplements etc with an easy to follow plan  It's 

great that you can do it on your own hun but I like 

the program they set out,, You should look at my 

page [blanked] loads of info on there ” 

http://www.google.com/
https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/
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Thoughts now? 

Can you spot any logical fallacies in the ‘WHY ALOE…..’ graphic?  

Does ‘organically grown’ have any impact on nutritional composition? What do the experts have to say on the matter? 

Is ‘Own research and development’ a selling point? Why?  Is this industry regulated? 

Is there such a thing as the IASC?  If there is what does its certification guarantee?  Does this have any impact on the 

claimed properties of the product? 

Is there an authority providing a kosher rating?  If yes, what does it actually mean?  Does this have any impact on the 

claimed properties of the product? 

Is there such a thing as an Islamic Seal of Approval?  If yes, what does it actually mean?  Does this have any impact on 

the claimed properties of the product? 

Suggested resources    

Google  will do the job just fine.  

If logical fallacies are something you’re just beginning to explore: https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/ will help you out 

 

http://www.google.com/
https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/
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Can you guess what I’m going to ask now?!  

Thoughts now? 

Can you spot any logical fallacies in the arguments above? 

Is there an admission in here? 

Suggested resources    

Google  will do the job just fine.  

If logical fallacies are something you’re just beginning to explore: https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/ will help you out 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/
https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/
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Thoughts now? 

Which logical fallacy is staring at you here? 

Does Dr Peter Atherton exist? Are his claimed 

qualifications and memberships real?  Does he 

really hold these qualifications and memberships?  

Is he currently at Oxford University?  Is he studying 

the medicinal effects of Aloe?  Has he published 

any original, peer reviewed, research in a credible 

publication?  Has he concluded that aloe has 

health benefits?  What does the first page of a 

Google search give you on him?  Does the list of 

aloe science contain any quackery flags? Is 

vitalscience.org really what it claims to be? 

Suggested resources    

Google  is a good starting point. 

If logical fallacies are something you’re just 

beginning to explore: 

https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/ will help you out. 

Oxford’s people search (right hand side of page) 

PubMed advanced search.  I’d suggest using 

‘Atherton’ in the author search field and ‘Aloe’ in 

the Title search field. 

Bealls list 2016 

 

http://www.google.com/
https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/
https://www.ox.ac.uk/gsearch?wssl=1
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/advanced
https://scholarlyoa.com/2016/01/05/bealls-list-of-predatory-publishers-2016/


Copyright ©2016 Alison Dorward, www.quietlydetermined.com 
Permission granted to reproduce for personal and educational use only. For profit copying, hiring or lending is prohibited 

Page 6 of 9 
 

  

Note for info: Once red had made the final post shown here they blocked me and thereby removed my right to reply  

Once again – can you spot a logical fallacy here? 

What conclusions do you draw about the product and its representatives? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am assuming that pink’s post 

was deleted before I took this 

screen shot.  I can’t remember 

what it said but I think it was a 

short post in support of red 

rather than a personal attack on 

me.  Its absence here won’t 

impact your conclusions. 
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Ali’s Responses  

 

I should not have started with ‘Sweet Jesus’, this clearly had the potential to antagonise.  I let myself down – lesson 

noted!  
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I would have stopped the discussion 

here.  Clearly red has something to 

sell and is not going to step back and 

critically assess the claims s/he 

makes.  Red kept going so I kept 

countering.  I am nothing if not 

tenacious ;)  

Red resorted to ad hominem attacks 

once the ‘science’ and ‘evidence’  ran 

out.  For the record I am a scientist, I 

am not a philosopher and, evidently,  

I do have a picture.  Sometimes it’s of 

me but as I write this it’s of my 

beautiful Cob, who is in the UK while 

I’m in Ireland, and who I am missing.    
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I hope you’ll agree he’s a beaut  

 

 

 

 

 


